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General Meeting—Tuesday 1 October at 8.00 p.m. 

Speaker: Dr Gary Presland, Fellow of the Royal Historical Society of Victoria and an Honorary Fellow of the 
University of Melbourne. 

Talk: The pre-European indigenous groups of the Port Phillip area. 


Bird Group Meeting—Thursday 17 October at 8.00 p.m. 

Speaker:David Boyle 

Talk: A year in the life of short-tailed shearwaters—revealed by the deployment of light level geolocators at Phillip 
Island. 


General Meeting—Tuesday 2 November at 8.00 p.m. 

Speaker: Associate Professor Barbara Wilson, Deakin University 

Talk: Long- term ecological studies in the Eastern Otways, Victoria. 

Four decades of research and monitoring of small native mammals in the eastern Otways has revealed recent 
significant declines in communities and threatened species (Swamp Antechinus, New Holland Mouse); assessed the 
impacts of threats ( fire, climate change, the plant pathogen P. cinnamomi) and provided important information to 
activate effective management and conservation actions. 


In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 


Bridget Carbines, Fitzroy North; Dale Appleton, Buckley; Andy Bennett and Kate Buchanan, Bellbrae; 
Craig Grabham, Anglesea. 


Obtain your username and password to log into the GFNC website 
www.gfnc.org.au 


Login is now required so if you haven’t yet contacted info@gfnc.org.au to get your user name and password then hurry up, we don’t 
want to miss any of your exciting observations or photos. 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 
The closing date for the next magazine will be Thursday evening 24 October, due to the Cup Day Public Holiday. 


Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jog —to the editor. 
The editor for the November edition of the Geelong Naturalist is Bernie Lingham, bernlingham@tpg.com.au 


GFENC is on Facebook 


www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup/ 


A private online discussion group by invitation for members to share observations and other information 


www.facebook.com/geelongfnc 


The GFNC ‘official’ Facebook Community Page (public) where forthcoming events are promoted 


> 


Geelong Field Naturalists Club (Di: 


The photo on the front cover is of New Holland Honeyeaters squabbling in a flowering Grey Ironbark, Rice Reserve by 
Trevor Pescott on 21/9/19. 


On the back cover, George Appleby chats to two budding young naturalists at the Field Naturalists stall at the recent 
ANGAIR show 22/9/19. (Photo published with permission.) Photo by Chrissy Freestone. 


Mailing roster 
October: Bernie Lingham 
November: Jan Venters 





Geelong Nature Forum 2020 


n March of this year, the GFNC in partnership with the 

City of Greater Geelong held the inaugural Geelong 
Nature Forum at the Geelong Library and Heritage 
Centre. The one-day event provided an opportunity for the 
public to hear a range of natural history subjects from 
local experts as well as see displays prepared by 
environmental groups. 


The club was pleased with the 
attendance of 300 people who 
found the experience most 
enjoyable, reporting that they learnt 
much about the rich diversity of our 
region and the animals that live as 
our neighbours. Conservation and 
Land Management students from 
the Gordon TAFE were involved on | 
the registrations desk and by 
seeking feedback and views from 
attendees. The event was also successful in raising the 
awareness within the community of the activities of the 
GFNC as well as publicising the volunteering 
Opportunities and the role many other environment groups 
play in protecting the nature areas. 


Given the feedback from participants and from our review 
of the event in achieving its intended objectives, it was 
considered worthwhile to have a forum again in 2020. 


The event in 2020 will be themed as ‘Where the Rivers 
Run’ compared with our theme this year of ‘Where the 
Wild Things Are’ and will therefore focus on the role water 
plays in having a healthy environment and on the 
creatures that live in and near our rivers, creeks and 
wetlands. 


There will be a few other changes, with more emphasis 
on static and interactive displays by a wider range of 
Environment, Friends and Landcare organisations. 
Presentations will be structured to enable more people to 
drop in and hear a few speakers, with some talks being 





Photos from Geelong Nature Forum 2019 





Rod Lowther 


repeated during the day. Attendees stated this year that it 
was hard to see everything, and to some extent that will 
still likely occur, but we have structured it so that people 
who go to talks also have time to meet with volunteer 
groups and discuss nature issues on a one-to-one basis. 


The last big change for 2020 is that the event will be a 
week event which includes a 5-day 
exhibition phase after the main 
interactive day on the Saturday. 
Stands and displays will remain on 
show for the remainder of the week; 
it is not expected that these displays 
will be staffed. We will be able to do 
this because the event is being held 
=| at the National Wool Museum, within 
| the autumn school holiday period. It 
will run concurrently with the Wildlife 
Photography Exhibition and an 
environmental art display by the Gallery of Lost Arts. 


The GFNC/ CoGG Working Group have started the 
planning process to address the many challenges in 
running an event of this size and scope. We are hopeful 
that a few additional and well-known organisations will be 
involved but I will leave that for a separate announcement 
when details are finalised. 


We trust that the club members will again be behind this 
venture as the success of the forum this year was very 
much a result of the many members who volunteered 
their time on the day to help out on the displays and with 
other jobs in running the event. It was certainly 
appreciated that club members engaged so passionately 
with the public by sharing their knowledge and enthusing 
for nature. 


Geelong Nature Forum 2020—‘Where the Rivers Run’ 


National Wool Museum—29 March to 3 April 2020 
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Out and about: Spiders that walk on water 


fter so much rain, one of my buckets was half full of 

water and | discovered a spider, alive, legs 
outstretched, lying on the water. It was a Dolomedes. | 
have seen them before; when | had a pond and also at the 
edge of the Barwon River. How this one arrived in the 
bucket, | have no idea. 


Water spiders, also called Fishing and Nursery-web 
spiders belong to the family Pisauridae and do not 
construct a silk snare to capture prey. The nursery-web 
refers to the protective shelter the female builds for her 
soon-to-emerge spiderlings. 


The Pisauridae family in Australia consists of ten genera 
and 25 described species. Dolomedes is the most 
common genera. It is found throughout Australia and there 
are at least eight Australian Dolomedes species 
described. They are closely related to the Wolf spiders, 
but are smaller, have a different eye arrangement, 
generally have much longer legs and their life-style is 
certainly very different. Wolf spiders live in burrows, but 
Water spiders need a watery habitat to survive. The water 
may be fresh or brackish, running or still. Dolomedes is a 
spider of the swamps and creeks of both forest and coast 
and inland permanent or semi-permanent waters. Habitats 
range from the snow country of the eastern mountains to 
the coastal foreshore. They are predominately a spider of 
the southeast and Tasmania; yet are also found in the 
coastal swamps of south Western Australia. Dolomedes 
are nomadic, without permanent homes. 


One European species of Water spider constructs a raft 
made of a leaf or leaves folded together and bound with 
silk. The spider not only travels on this raft to more 
promising hunting grounds, but also leaps from it to 
capture prey, and returns with the prey back on board to 
eat it in comfort (Simon-Brunet 1994). 


Water spiders are able to move exceedingly fast on both 
land and water and can swim and dive equally well. These 
skills let them capture tiny fish, tadpoles and insects. They 
are able to walk and run on water because of the fine 
hairs on their tarsi (final leg segments), which trap air and 
give them buoyancy. They can also dive beneath the 
water and stay there for long periods. Oxygen is trapped 
in hairs surrounding the book-lungs, which allows the 
spider to breathe beneath the surface or a long time. 


Dolomedes often remains waiting for prey for hours, 
remaining motionless upon the water. When a small fish 
or tadpole swims beneath it, the spider suddenly dives 
and wraps its long legs around its prey. Immediately it 
injects poison with its fangs into the struggling creature to 
immobilise it, then brings the now stilled prey to the 
surface, drags it to the edge of the stream or pond and 
devours it. 


They are sometimes found in domestic fish-ponds and 
there are early accounts of Dolomedes spiders apparently 
eating and mutilating a caught goldfish about three inches 
long (McKeown 1952). Since spiders cannot digest solids, 
and hunting spiders crunch and pulverise their prey 
between powerful chelericae to extract body fluids (Simon 
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-Brunet 1994); the writers were probably witnessing the 
pulverising or the remains of this process. 


The male Nursery-web spider, having found a female, 
woos her by dancing on the water, sometimes stretching 
out a leg to touch her. If she approves of him, she joins 
him in the dance. One species wraps up a tasty treat and 
presents the package to the female during the courtship 
rituals. While she is busy eating the gift, the male quickly 
moves in and mates with her (Simon-Brunet 1994). 


Once fertilised, the female forms her egg sac, woven 
closely from white silk into a bowl in which she deposits 
up to 100 eggs in a spherical-shaped pile. The spider then 
weaves a sheet over the top of the pile. She sews the two 
parts together and then carries this egg sac with her 
wherever she goes; holding it between her palps and 
chelericerae beneath her sternum. (The Wolf spider also 
carries her egg sac around beneath her body, but it is 
strung from the spinnerets). The parcel beneath the spider 
does not impede hunting and feeding; it is simply pushed 
aside (Main 1976). 


Before the eggs hatch, the mother-to-be must construct a 
silk nursery. The spider waits till the very last minute to do 
this, just when she begins to feel the stirrings within the 
egg sac. A tough protective shelter is built which is strung 
between the reeds and shrubs overhanging the water, or 
beneath a rock. Once the spiderlings have hatched, the 
mother stands guard until they are ready to disperse. The 
mother can be very irritable and aggressive during this 
time and may bite if provoked. The bite can be painful but 
is not dangerous to humans (Main 1976, Simon-Brunet 
1994). 


The spiderlings may take some months till they are big 
enough to leave the nursery. The mother spider seems to 
know exactly when this will occur and leaves the retreat to 
take up her free-roaming life again. 


Dolomedes species should not be confused with the 
European diving spider Agroneta aquatica which actually 
lives most of its life under water in a sort of clear diving 
bell which it spins beneath the water. It attaches the web 
to water plants and fills it with air bubbles carried down 
from the surface by the spider. This gives it enough 
oxygen for several days. When it needs more air, the 
spider makes several trips to the surface, traps tiny air 
bubbles in the hairs on its abdomen and goes back to its 
bell web to release them, repeating the process until the 
bell is filled with oxygen. From its safe home it swims out 
to capture a tiny prey and drag it back for eating. It also 
mates beneath the water. It is the only known spider in the 
world where the male is larger than the female (Simon- 
Brunet 1994). 


The Bolas spiders use a ‘fishing line’ to capture prey and 
are not related to the Pisauridae. Two Australian species 
(Ordgarius furcatus and O. magnificus) live among the 
foliage of native trees, such as eucalypts, usually a couple 
of metres from the ground. They are nocturnal. During the 
evening, the spider positions herself ready for prey by 
hanging from a horizontal thread of silk and dangling a 
sticky thread of silk from an outstretched front leg tip. It is 


still attached to her spinnerets but is controlled by her 
long front leg and sits between her claws where it is 
played out at times. This silk thread fishing line normally 
measures about 50 to 70 mm long and has a number of 
liquid-gum beads about the size of a pin head suspended 
along its length. The thread is weighted with one 
particularly large sticky globule at its end (Simon-Brunet 
1994). 


The female Bolas spider waits as patiently as any 
fisherman, attracting a female moth by the male 
pheromones she gives off. The moth flies closer to 
investigate; the spider remains perfectly still and exudes 
more perfume. Once the moth is within lassoing range, 
she lifts her weighted line and begins to whirl it around. 
The moth gets clobbered by the extremely sticky globules 
along the line. The moth is caught but still has to be 
landed. The elasticity of her line is like a fisherman’s split- 
cane rod. The moth tries to fly away but must be played 


by the fisher until it is exhausted and can be reeled in and 
gaffed by the sharp fangs of the skillful spider (Simon- 
Brunet 1994). 


Another spider uses a fishing net to throw over its prey. 
This is the Net-casting spider Deinopsis subrufa, which 
occurs in Melbourne and possibly in Geelong. 


References 

Clyne, D. (2000) A Guide to Australian Spiders, their 
collection and identification. Nelson, Melbourne. 

McKeown, K. (1952) Australian Spiders. Angus and 
Robertson, Sydney. 

Main, B.Y. (1976) Spiders. Collins, Sydney. 

Simon-Brunet, B. (1994) The Silken Web, a Natural 
History of Australian Spiders. Reed, Chatswood, 
NSW. 


Final Plan for Moolap 


O n Friday 18 August 2019 Minister Lisa Neville and 
representatives of the Department of Environment, 
Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) held an official event 
to announce the final release of the much-anticipated 
Moolap Coastal Strategic Framework Plan. This Plan 
sets out the future direction for land use over the 1200- 
hectare waterfront site that encompasses Moolap 
Saltworks, Point Henry and the entire Alcoa site and 
farmland to the east. 


After some six years of intense involvement in the project 
and a lot of work by many passionate Club members, the 
Plan cements the Saltworks precinct to be declared as 
wetlands and environmental protection as the main 
priority. The Club is pleased with this outcome for the 
decommissioned Saltworks. 


A further meeting was then held with DELWP staff and 
members of GFNC, Geelong Environment Council and 
Victorian National Parks Association to discuss the next 
phase of the Moolap Plan implementation. 


John Newman 
Chair, GFNC Moolap Sub-committee 


DELWP is continuing with implementation of the final 
Wetlands and Saltworks Plan with creation of the 
Management Master Plan. This will require funding and 
incorporation of the final Plan into the Greater Geelong 
Planning Scheme. 


A Planning Team will then be assembled to bring about 
the goals of the Management Master Plan, with world’s 
best practice parameters. They will determine the actual 
use and design of the Saltworks site, considering 
environment, public use and heritage issues; infrastructure 
and stormwater requirements; and sea level rise issues, 
as well as those around existing leasing of Crown land and 
private land ownership. 


The GFNC pressed our concerns that the site needs 
urgent attention for improved habitat management whilst 
the Management Master Plan is being undertaken. Critical 
steps are required to reverse the deterioration of migratory 
bird habitat that has occurred over the protracted time 
frame required to release the Moolap Strategic Framework 
Plan. 


Bird versus snake at WTP 


Angus Hartshorn and | 
regularly visit the 
Western Treatment 

‘| Plant (WTP) to observe 
the many bird species 
that are present. During 
our visit on 4 September 
we noticed that a snake 
‘was swimming across a 
shallow pond with an 
Australasian Swamphen 
following behind it 
continuously pecking at the snake’s tail. The snake didn't 
react by striking but kept trying to escape the bird. 





Swamphen and snake, WTP 4/9/19 
Photo: Angus Hartshorn 


Tom Fletcher 


When the snake reached the mud bank it stopped and the 
swamphen walked back to where it had come from. | 
thought the snake would most likely to have sustained 
some injury from the bird’s continued attack. The snake 
was quite a long 
specimen and has 
been subsequently 
identified as a Tiger 
Snake from the 
photos taken by 
Angus. 





Tiger snake, WTP 4/9/19 
Photo: Angus Hartshorn 


Geelong Naturalist October 2019 3 


September fauna report 


he winter rains this year have provided the best 

‘season’ for frogs for several years, with many reports 
of Eastern Banjo Frogs and other species submitted over 
the last month. Hopefully the wet winter will also be 
important to increase insect activity once the weather 
warms after the equinox and provide food for bats and 
small mammals such as antechinuses. The following is a 
summary of sightings of amphibians, reptiles and 
mammals received over the last month. 


Amphibians 

Eastern Banjo Frog (Pobblebonk): many calling over 
the last week or two in August, particularly at night from a 
dam that is fenced from stock and with some indigenous 
vegetation, at Eclipse Creek, Whinray Road, Meredith 
(WCC); a few calling from a farm dam at Bambra and from 
the marshy area across the road from the Bambra 
Wetlands on 5 September (LH,TP); three were heard at 
Jerringot on 21 September (JN), and on 4 September at 
the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve one was heard at the 
small waterhole beside the North Track and another from 
the main dam (JPo,GP). On 21 September several were 
heard calling from Gum Flats Road in the Anglesea Heath, 
and on 22 September from Bancoora wetlands and 
Bonnyvale wetlands (CFr,GA). 


Spotted Grass Frog: many calling, particularly at night, 
from a dam at Eclipse Creek, Whinray Road, Meredith, 
during August (WCC); a few heard calling from near Cecil 
Track in the Anglesea Heath on 21 September (CFr,GA). 


Common Eastern Froglet: many calling, particularly at 
night, from a dam at Eclipse Creek, Whinray Road, 
Meredith during August (WCC); a few calling from a farm 
dam at Bambra and from the marshy area across the road 
from the Bambra Wetlands on 5 September (LH, TP). 


Brown Tree Frog: several were calling from a farm dam 
at Bambra and the marshy area across the road from 
Bambra Wetlands on 5 September (LH,TP). Also three 
were noted in the Anglesea Heath near Cecil track on 21 
September (CFr,GA). 


Reptiles 

Marbled Gecko: five were found when a stack of roof tiles 
was moved from the front garden to the garage at Victoria 
Tce in Belmont on 4 September. ‘| have now made two 
apartment blocks for them in the garden. (TP). 


Eastern Three-lined Skink: one was seen on 3 
September at Belmont—a smaller individual than the one 
seen last month (RLw). 


Metallic Skink: when some tiles were being moved in the 
front garden at Victoria Tce, Belmont on 4 September, a 
strongly marked skink was captured. Photographs 
confirmed that it was this species. ‘Previously | had 
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Metalic Skink, Belmont 4/9/19 
Photo: Trevor Pescott 


thought the skinks in the garden were Southern Grass 
Skinks, but that may be incorrect—l’ll need to check them 
more closely!’ (TP). 


Eastern Blue-tongue: a blue-tongued lizard, probably 
this species, was seen sun-basking on a rock in the Police 
Paddock Reserve at Meredith on 24 September—it went 
under the rock when disturbed (WCC); a fine specimen 
was found at Buckley Falls on 15 September (LBr). 


Lowland Copperhead: on 3 September one was 
observed basking in the sun on the side of the grassy 
verge of South Track in the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 
at 9.45 a.m. (BML). Another was seen on the Ocean 
Grove Golf Course on 4 September and three large, 
blackish individuals sunning separately at Begola 
Wetlands, Ocean Grove, on 5 September—temperature 
about 15°C with intermittent sunshine (GD). 


Mammals 
Short-beaked Echidna: one noted on Outlook Track in 
the Brisbane Ranges on 27 August (RAu). 


Koala: one beside Steiglitz Road, Maude, curled in a ball 
in a fork of a tall gum, just a few metres above the ground 
on 5 September (WCC); one seen feeding in a small 
eucalypt near the wall of the reservoir in the Brisbane 
Ranges, and another in a dead tree off Switch Road near 
Nelson Track, both on 25 August (CFr,GA). 


Sugar Glider: another of the Brisbane Ranges mammals. 
One was heard ‘barking’ in the early evening on 27 August 
(RAu). 


Common Ringtail Possum: one seen sitting on a branch, 
and heard calling, at 6.00 p.m. on 15/06/19 beside 
Whinray Road, Meredith (WCC). These beautiful animals 
are particularly vulnerable to predation by both cats and 
foxes, and Powerful Owls. A decapitated body was found 
near Grahams Creek in the Brisbane Ranges on 23 
August (RAu). The remains of another (just entrails and a 
complete tail) was found on the path around his house at 


Woodlands Estate, Ocean Grove on 22 September (TFI). 
On a more pleasant note, in the Brisbane Ranges on 27 
September Ross heard ‘something rustle/bustle through 
the (tree) canopy for a long time (before) the noisy culprit 
came into view’—a ringtail possum (RAu). 


Eastern Grey Kangaroo: 12 seen near Moonah Track in 
the Long Forest CR on 12 September (RAu) and two were 
noted along Casuarina Track in the Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve on 20 September (RU). 


Swamp Wallaby: one seen on Bancoora Wetland on 22 
September (CFr,GA). 


Microbat sp: three seen flying just at dusk on 31 August at 
Bamganie SF, temperature about 10°C at the time 
(CFr,GA). 


Red Fox: ‘when sitting down beside Marshalls Road 
(Beremboke) with the audio/recording equipment turned all 
the way up, at about 8.00 p.m. | heard a fox...it sounded 
like an alarm call.’ (RAu). One seen at Long Forest CR on 
12 September (RAu) and another in the tree corridor 
between paddocks at Paraparap on 14 September (JN). 


Fallow Deer: at Salt Swamp, Connewarre, three seen— 
there were tracks all along the fence-line beyond Belchers 
Lane on 26 August (GD). 


Observers Thanks to all the observers who listed their 
observations on the GFNC webpage, or emailed them 
directly to me, including BML, Bernie Lingham; CFr, Chrissy 
Freestone; GA, George Appleby; GD, Guy Dutson; GP, Graham 
Possingham; JN, John Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham; LBr, 
Lance Breguet; LH, Lothar Hohaus; RAu, Ross Auchettl; RLw, 
Rod Lowther, RU, Rustem Upton; TFI, Tom Fletcher; TP, Trevor 
Pescott; WCC, Wendy and Colin Cook. 


Bambra Wetlands fauna survey 
13—15 September 2019 


Trevor Pescott for the GFNC Fauna Survey Group 


ummary 

Following our successful fauna survey at the Bambra 
Wetlands in March, it was decided to carry out a follow-up 
search for mammals in September, in particular to search 
for Bush Rats Rattus fuscipes and Agile Antechinuses 
Antechinus agilis to check on their progress. In this we 
were unsuccessful as neither species was caught. 
However, we did find Swamp Rats R. /utreolus—which had 
eluded us on earlier surveys—and a Black Rat R. rattus 
which we had previously photographed but not trapped. 
The weather was still too cool to set harp traps and 
cameras were not used. 


Introduction 

The Bambra Wetlands is a Parks Victoria reserve known 
formally as the Retreat Creek Streamside Reserve. The 
creek gained its name from the search party that went 
looking for Joseph T. Gellibrand and George B.L. Hesse 
who had left Pt Henry on horseback in February 1837, 
intending to explore the Barwon and Leigh Rivers, but 
mysteriously vanished. The search party got as far as the 
creek, but had to turn back because the teatree scrub was 
simply too dense to penetrate. The name ‘Retreat Creek’ 
was the name given to the waterway. 


By the 1840s Europeans had settled the area with Yan Yan 
Gurt the main property—the name is said to mean ‘ever 
flowing water’—but closer settlement meant many of the 
large properties were broken up by the government, and in 
the 1920s returned servicemen took up land in small farms. 
But after land-clearing, soil erosion occurred and willows 
and blackberries were planted to ‘protect’ the land. 


In 1928 Retreat Creek, one of a number of small streams 
that run to the Barwon River, was modified in a largely 
unsuccessful attempt to augment Geelong’s water supply— 
the remains of the concrete structures still remain. 


It had become seriously infested with blackberries and 
willows, but in 1989 the East Otway Landcare group and 


Deans Marsh Primary School began removing the weeds, 
planting a range of native trees and shrubs, and creating 
walking paths. 


It is in this small, but historically and ecologically significant 
reserve that we undertook our third survey. 


The first survey was undertaken in March 2012 when three 
cameras were used. The results were Swamp Wallaby, 
Black Rat, Red Fox, Feral Cat and a few birds—not an 
encouraging start. 


Our second was in March this year when we used Elliott 
traps, harp traps and cameras with excellent results (see 
Geelong Naturalist April 2019). 


In this third survey, 30 Elliott traps were used, but neither 
cameras nor harps were set out. 


E1-—10: the traps were set in a single meandering line in the 
south section east of the track. No mammals were caught 
here. 


E11-—20: again in the south section, between the track and 
the main road. 
13/09/19—E19: Swamp Rat Rattus /utreolus, wt 96 g 
14/09/19—E12: Black Rat R. rattus, male wt 151 g 
15/09/19—E20: Swamp Rat, male wt 95 g 


E21—30: these were set across the grassy central area 
where there has been some recent tree-planting 
undertaken. Although there were a number of mammal 
runways under the dense grass cover, suggesting the 
presence of Swamp Rats, no mammals were caught. 


Other observations 

One of the more unusual finds was a web ‘sheet’ on which 
there were at least 30 pupae of the Imperial Jezebel 
Butterfly. It had been spun on a small Drooping Mistletoe 
several metres above the ground. 
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A New Holland Honeyeater was seen building a nest 
among dead bracken plants, and a Grey Fantail’s 
incomplete nest was also found. 


Thanks 


Parks Victoria for permission to carry out the survey. 
Jill, Jennifer, Tracey, Barry, Lothar and Rod assisted in 
setting, checking and collecting the Elliotts. 


References 

An excellent notice board has been placed near the 
entrance to the reserve—the historical information 
above is largely based on the wording on the board. 

Brownhill, W.R. (1955) The History of Geelong and Corio 
Bay, with postscript 1955-1990 by lan Wynd. 








Lapwing chick, Highton, 13/9/19 
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Imperial Jezebel pupae, Bambra Wetlands, 13/9/19 
Photo: Trevor Pescott 





Next fauna surveys 


10—13 October 


Floating Islands, Stony Rises 


This has been an area we have explored in the past with considerable success: The reserve is just one 
of a small number of areas of public land in the Stony Rises west of Colac, and the one which has easy 
access from the main road. 


The reserve was originally established on land purchased or donated to protect the unusual ‘floating 
islands’ and to act as a Koala sanctuary. It was also the site of an unsuccessful attempt to develop a 
colony of Eastern Barred Bandicoots. 


We have carried out a number of surveys there over many years, and this current survey is intended to 
increase our knowledge of the reserve’s biodiversity. 


Meeting details: 


Thursday 10 October, 1.00 p.m. Meet at the truck-parking area on the Princes Highway about 20 km 
west of Colac, to set out the equipment. 


Friday 11 October—Sunday 13 October, 9.00 a.m. Meet each morning at the truck park to check the 
equipment. 


7—10 November 


Anglesea area 
At this stage, the exact area where the survey will be carried out has not been determined, so please 
check the November issue of Geelong Naturalist. Meeting times and places will be printed there. 


Also watch the weekly information bulletins for details or contact me at ppescott@gmail.com later this 
month. 


Masked Lapwing chicks 


Graham Possingham 


A Masked Lapwing pair hatched young on 23 or 24 August and the two young, plus 
parents, now inhabit about 100 m of the nature strip either side of Ferndale Parade in 
Highton. It’s interesting that there is already signs of the mask. | saw (presumably) the 
same pair mating on a nearby vacant block back on 9 July. They are not at all 
aggressive, and luckily so far no cars have hit them—the street is fairly quiet and traffic 
fairly slow. Since we are fairly sure there is a fox living nearby (possibly at the back of 
our place?) they'll need to be alert as there are also cats about. 





Photo: Graham Possingham 
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Excursion report—Brisbane Ranges National Park 


15 September 2019 


Leaders: Wendy and Colin Cook (Friends of BRNP) and Barry Lingham (GFNC) 


endy and Colin Cook—GFNC members and also 

members of the Friends of Brisbane Ranges 
National Park—led this GFNC excursion. We were re- 
visiting some of the same locations explored in September 
2017 when naturalists from the GFNC and guests from the 
Ballarat Field Naturalists Club enjoyed an excursion 
through areas of the Brisbane Ranges National Park 
(BRNP). 


Colin Cook spoke to the group at our starting point, noting 
that variations in rainfall and weather conditions can 
influence the abundance and timing of the flowering period 
of many plant species. During 2019, the amount of rainfall 
was higher than the general rainfall pattern of the past 
decade and the flowering of many species appeared to be 
delayed by several weeks. Records of total annual rainfall 
in the Brisbane Ranges over the past 20 years have 
shown a steady declining trend, so 2019 was an unusual 
year. Another change observed by Colin was a decline in 
abundance of the local Koala population. Koalas suffered 
badly during the wild fires that ravaged the area in 2006 
and the drying climate has created fewer healthy trees for 
the Koalas to feed on. 


Our morning commenced with a circuit walk which started 
at Orchid Track off Butchers Road; proceeded along Tea 
Tree Track from its junction with Orchid Track until it met 
Butchers Road; then we returned to the cars; a couple of 
hours later. Windy and cool weather conditions, as well as 
a light shower of rain at one point, did little to dampen 
enthusiasm and we observed many species of plants on 
our walk. 


Mid-storey plants, including Dusty Miller Spyridium 
parvifolium and a range of wattles, provided a ‘white and 
gold show’. At a distance, the densely hairy leaves of 
Dusty Miller appear silvery white and surround clusters or 
heads of small white flowers. This plant was widespread 
and common throughout the areas visited. 





Peach Heath, Brisbane Ranges, 15/9/19 
Photo: Lorraine Phelan 


Barry and Bernie Lingham 


We stopped often to observe the range of heathland 
plants in bud or flower. Abundant winter rain which fell 
across the region may have set many species up for a 
‘good’ season, including a range of orchids. The showy 
Wax-lip orchids Glossodia major were easily seen as we 
walked the tracks, along with the yellow heads of the 
Leopard Orchids Diuris pardina, Blue Fingers Cyanicula 
caerulea, including two white form plants, were in good 
numbers. A single Plain-lip Spider-orchid Ca/adenia 
clavigera was seen, but other members of the Caladenia 
family were more plentiful, including Pink Fingers 
Caladenia carnea and Dusky Fingers Caladenia fuscata. 
A small number of the White Caladenia Caladenia sp. aff. 
carnea and Tiny Caladenia Caladenia pusilla were also 
noted. A single Bluebeard orchid Pheladenia deformis was 
of interest. The Greenhood family of orchids was well 
represented, with many patches of Dwarf Greenhoods 
Pterostylis nana seen on our travels. Other greenhoods 
included Nodding P. nutans, Trim P. concinna and Tall P. 
melagramma. Mayfly orchids Acianthus caudatus were 
flowering well, as were Gnat orchids Cyrtostylis reniformis. 


The array of wildflowers along the roadside on our walk 
back to the cars was striking. A walk along stretches of 
Butchers Road in spring is well worthwhile. We also saw 
Yellow Navel fungi Lichenomphalia chromacea, which is a 
primitive lichen, growing in association with a green alga. 


The number and variety of birds observed throughout the 
morning was modest with highlights including Pallid and 
Fan-tailed Cuckoos, plus Shining and Horsfield’s Bronze- 
Cuckoos. An Australian Raven was heard calling at the 
Bert Boardman Recreation Reserve. 


Following a short stop for lunch at the Reserve, the group 
split in two. One group took the opportunity to continue 
plant observations in the Reserve while the other group 
walked and clambered along Sutherlands Creek into the 
gorge area. Some interesting frogs were heard, including 





White Marianth, Brisbane Ranges, 15/9/19 
Photo: Lorraine Phelan 
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Common Eastern Froglet, a species of marsh frog and 
another unidentified call. Colin intends sending recordings 
of the frogs to the Australian Museum Frog/D Project for 
identification. Within the gorge an interesting anticline was 
noted in the sedimentary rocks. It was still too cool for 
skink species to be seen. Also of interest were the orange 
brackets of the common wood rotting fungus Pycnoporus 
coccineus noted during the walk. 


Interesting plants seen by the other group in the afternoon 
included Peach Heath Lissanthe strigosa subsp. subulata 
which was not immediately easy to discern from the 
Common Heath Epacris impressa—both from the r 
Ericaceae family. Close inspection of the flowers of the Pink fingers, Brisbane Ranges, 15/9/19 

Peach Heath showed an absence of indentations near the Photo: Lorraine Phelan 
base of the flower, present in Common Heath; along with 
linear leaves with the lower surface whitish between raised 
veins, in comparison to lanceolate leaves of the Common 
Heath. Peach Heath flowers are also reputed to be 
strongly scented—however we didn’t get close enough to 
the low-lying plant to check this out. Several areas within 
the Reserve were moist and it was surprising to see plants 
such as the Common Cotula Cotula australis growing in 
the typically dry environment of Steiglitz. 





Our day finished around 3.00 p.m. just as heavy rain 

commenced. We thank Wendy and Colin for organising the 

excursion and sharing their knowledge and passion for this 

special part of the region with us. Thanks also to Graham 

Possingham for recording the bird list and to Lorraine 

Phelan and Wendy Cook for assistance in compiling the 

the plant list. 

Bird Species Steiglitz Brisbane Ranges National Steiglitz Historic Park—Bert Steiglitz Historic Park— 
Cemetery Park—Orchid Tk/ Teatree Tk Boardman Rec. Reserve Sutherlands Creek 

Common Bronzewing 1 

Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo 1 

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 1 

Pallid Cuckoo 1 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 

Laughing Kookaburra 

Galah 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

Crimson Rosella 

White-throated Treecreeper 

Superb Fairywren 

Eastern Spinebill 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

Red Wattlebird 

New Holland Honeyeater 

White-eared Honeyeater 





Bluebeard, Brisbane Ranges, 15/9/19 
Photo: Lorraine Phelan 


White-naped Honeyeater 
Spotted Pardalote 
Striated Pardalote 


White-browed Scrubwren 
Buff-rumped Thornbill 
Striated Thornbill 

Dusky Woodswallow 
Australian Magpie (White- 
backed) 

Grey Currawong 
Black-faced Cuckooshrike 
Grey Shrikethrush 

Grey Fantail 

Australian Raven 

Little Raven 

Scarlet Robin 

Welcome Swallow 
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List of plants flowering for Orchid Track, Tea Tree Track and Butchers Road zone 


SCIENTIFIC NAME 
Acacia brownii 

Acacia myrtifolia 

Acacia paradoxa 

Acacia pycnantha 
Acianthus caudatus 
Allittia cardiocarpa 
Argentipallium obtusifolium 
Caladenia carnea 
Caladenia sp. aff. carnea 
Caladenia clavigera 
Caladenia fuscata 
Caladenia pusilla 
Carpobrotus modestus 


Chamaescilla corymbosa var. 
corymbosa 


Coronidium scorpioides 
Correa reflexa var. reflexa 
Craspedia variabilis 
Crassula helmsii 
Cryptandra tomentosa var. 1 
Cyanicula caerulea 
Cyrtostylis reniformis 
Dillwynia ramosissima 
Dillwynia sericea 

Diuris pardina 

Drosera aberrans 
Drosera auriculata 
Drosera glanduligera 
Drosera macrantha 
Epacris impressa 
Eucalyptus obliqua 
Glossodia major 

Grevillea chrysophaea 
Hakea decurrens 
Hibbertia riparia 

Hovea heterophylla 
Leptospermum myrsinoides 


Leucopogon virgatus 
Lomandra multiflora subsp. 
multiflora 


Millotia tenuifolia var. tenuifolia 


Pheladenia deformis 
Platylobium obtusangulum 
Pterostylis concinna 
Pterostylis melagramma 
Pterostylis nana 
Pterostylis nutans 
Rhytidosporum procumbens 
Spyridium parvifolium 
Thelymitra sp. 
Wurmbea dioica subsp. dioica 
anthorrhoea australis 


COMMON NAME 
Heath Wattle 
Myrtle Wattle 
Hedge Wattle 
Golden Wattle 
Mayfly Orchid 
Swamp Daisy 
Blunt Everlasting * 
Pink Fingers 
White Caladenia 
Plain-lip Spider Orchid 
Dusky Fingers 
Tiny Fingers 
Inland Pigface 
Blue Stars ^ 


Button Everlasting 
Common Correa 
Common Billy-buttons 
Swamp Crassula 
Prickly Cryptandra 
Blue Fingers ^ 
Gnat Orchid 

Bushy Parrot-pea 
Showy Parrot-pea 
Leopard Orchid 
Scented Sundew 
Tall Sundew 
Scarlet Sundew * 
Climbing Sundew * 
Common Heath 
Messmate 

Wax-lip Orchid 
Golden Grevillea 
Bushy Needlewood 
Erect Guinea-flower 
Common Hovea 
Heath Teatree 


Common Beard-heath 
Many-flowered Mat-rush 


Soft Millotia 
Wood-sorrel 

Yellow Star 
Blue-beard Orchid 
Common Flat-pea 
Trim Greenhood 
Tall Greenhood 
Dwarf Greenhood 
Nodding Greenhood 
White Marianth 
Dusty Miller 

Sun Orchid 

Early Nancy 
Austral Grass-tree * 


Incidental list of plants flowering for Bert Boardman Recreation 
Reserve, Steiglitz 


SCIENTIFIC NAME 

Acacia gunnii 

Comesperma volubile 

Cotula australis 

Dianella revoluta var. revoluta 
Kennedia prostrata 


Lissanthe strigosa subsp. subulata 
Pimelea humilis 


Senecio phelleus 
Siloxerus multiflorus 
Wahlenbergia sp. 


COMMON NAME 
Ploughshare Wattle 


Love Creeper 
Common Cotula 
Black-anther Flax-lily 
Running Postman 
Peach Heath 
Common Rice-flower 
Rock Fireweed 
Small Wrinklewort 
Bluebell 


Incidental list of plants flowering for Sutherlands Creek Gorge 


SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME 
Acacia pycnantha Golden Wattle 


Carpobrotus modestus Inland Pigface 
Cycnogeton procerum Water Ribbons 
Drosera aberrans Scented Sundew 


(Probable E. leucoxylon, Yellow 
Gum) 


Yellow Star 


Wurmbea dioica subsp. dioica Early Nancy 


NOTE: * Plants in bud; ^ Also including white form of plant 


WIDER GEELONG FLORA LECTURE 


"y eee 
Tuesday 8" October 2019 
7:30pm...FREE 


Recreating Grassland 
Habitat 


Guest Speaker: 


Mir Peter Sullivan 


From the Australian Plant Society & previous Head Horticulturalist at 
The Werribee Open Range Zoo 


Location: Geelong Botanic Gardens; Meeting Room. 
Tea/coffee available at 7pm. 
Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Road & Eastern Park Circuit. 


GFNC jackets and vests sales 


Jackets $50, Vests $40 Black or navy 
Please contact Tracey Hinton with orders 


Tracey.Hinton 





mail.com 
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Butterfly report 
Valda Dedman 


he butterflies are definitely back. Not only Cabbage 

Whites, but a Saltbush Blue and a Meadow Argus. 
Yellow Admirals too and Painted Ladies, probably assisted 
in their southerly migration by northerly winds. An Imperial Observers: 
Jezebel and a whole lot more ready to come out of their BL, Barry Lingham; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; DTy, David 
shiny black pupae. Well spotted (separately) and Tytherleigh; GA, George Appleby; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; 
photographed by Barry and Lothar. The larval foodplants GP, Graham Possingham; HSc, Helen Schofield; JN, John 
are mistletoe. Spotted Jezebel pupae look like bird Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham, RLw, Rod Lowther; RU, 
droppings. Rustem Upton; TFI, Tom Fletcher; TP, Trevor Pescott 


trees. Males of some species congregate there, sending 
out pheromones to attract females for mating. 


| have been asked about hilltopping. Butterflies don’t need 
a high hill for this; the slightest eminence will do, even tall 


Cabbage White 3/9/19  Jerringot 20 scattered across whole wetland. Sunny, 


still 
11/9/19 Hospital Swamps 1 
14/9/19 Anglesea 1 around flowering clematis. Sunny afternoon 


14/9/19 Ocean Grove Nature 5 
Reserve 


20/9/19 Harrison Court Highton 1 


22/9/19 Bancoora saltmarsh 1, sunny, cool wind 


26/9/19 Buckley Falls Park 1 flying around plants in garden beds in car 


park 


Imperial Jezebel 4/9/19 Indented Head 1 at new Indented Head Redgums Reserve. 


Newly emerged. Lots of mistletoe 


5/9/19 Bambra Wetland About 30 pupae enmeshed in a web in 


mistletoe 


Australian Painted 21/9/19 Inverleigh Flora and Fauna 2 separate records on northern border of 
Lady Reserve Reserve. Bright sun 


21/9/19 Aijreys Inlet 1 
22/9/19 Edwards Pt Wildlife Reserve 1 


22/9/19 Anglesea 2 seen separately in heath near Harvey St 


near Mt Ingoldsby peak 
24/9/19 Belmont 1 in front garden 
25/9/19 Inverleigh NCR 1 


26/9/19 Wandana Heights 


3 flying in tight spirals in bright sun at 5 p.m. 


Yellow Admiral 


Meadow Argus 


Saltbush Blue 


26/9/19 
3/9/19 

24/9/19 
24/9/19 


26/9/19 
11/9/19 
17/9/19 


Yaugher 
Belmont 


Belmont 


Church St West Geelong 


Yaugher 


Belmont 


Geelong Botanic Gardens 
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1, first butterfly this season here 
1 
1 in front garden 


1 flying around driveway where exotic 
flowering shrubs and native grassland plants 
grow 


1, the first this spring 
1 





September bird observations—some highlights 


he period from mid-August through September and 

into October is a fascinating time to be looking at birds 
in southern Australia and our own patch on the Bellarine 
Peninsula and Surf Coast is a key area for great bird 
diversity that many enjoy. This month’s observations have 
captured a tremendous variety of records of local resident 
birds in breeding mode and the return of migrants. 


The return of some of the cuckoos is often much 
anticipated and, in recent weeks, an outstanding richness 
of species has been recorded. The rare Black-eared 
Cuckoo has been recorded at Avalon and a Brush 
Cuckoo, a locally uncommon species, was observed in the 
wooded roadside along Nortons Road, Paraparap. We 
usually only have one or two records of each of these 
species submitted for any given spring season. Pallid 
Cuckoos are more regular and readily identified by their 
strident, ascending multi-note call. Returning from further 
north over Summer they were recorded at Meredith in late 
August, Inverleigh and Steiglitz in early September and 
now the Bellarine Peninsula with records from farmland in 
Wallington and Connewarre by mid-September and, of 
course, we all await the return of the rare, but now regular, 
Pacific Koel. 


Australian Reed Warblers similarly are usually detected 
first by their penetrating calls from dense reed beds near 
rivers and watercourses and are a welcome sign of 
spring’s return. They have now been detected at several 
sites locally and will soon become a major part of the 
background birdsong at many local wetlands over the 
months of spring and summer. Fairy Martins have also 
been seen from mid-August onwards initially at St Albans 
Park, Torquay, Fyansford and Reedy Lake. Many culverts 
and creek crossings will soon house their reliable colony of 
these graceful birds. The first White-winged Triller has 
been noted at Cargerie and hopefully this season will see 
more of these birds across our region. 


Other examples of local bird movement this month have 
been up to 100 Grey Fantails along the length of Nortons 
Road and Crescent Honeyeaters at Jan Juc at the margin 
of their usual dense habitat. 


The other group of birds that are much anticipated at this 
time of year are the migratory shorebirds returning from the 
breeding areas of the Arctic north. Sure enough, the 
earliest returns in the form of Sharp-tailed Sandpipers 
have been seen mid-August at the new developing 
wetlands of Sparrovale at Charlemont and soon after with 
records at Torquay and Moolap. A single Curlew 
Sandpiper at Torquay was a treat. The stately Eastern 
Curlew, so dangerously threatened with extinction, has 
returned to the Barwon Estuary in small numbers. The first 
record for the season of returning Latham’s Snipe this 
year goes to several birds seen at Connewarre on 26 
August. Many birders love their local Masked Lapwings, a 
resident Australian shorebird. They are masters of 
suburban survival and often raise a family on roadside 
nature strips and busy roundabouts. Many records this 
month document in detail the trials and tribulations of local 
Lapwing families. 


John Newman and Craig Morley 


Other wetland bird records of note have included an 
Australasian Darter at the Barwon Estuary, ocean-side 
Australasian Shovelers also at the Barwon Estuary as 
well as Torquay and Breamlea. Brolgas are back at Reedy 
Lake and Hospital Swamp and a few wintering Cattle 
Egrets persist at St Albans Park. 


Kelp Gulls are always a treat on our coast and an Ocean 
Grove bird was photographed and enjoyed. 

An Osprey seen in mangroves at the Barwon Estuary was 
an excellent find. These large fish-eating raptors are 
classified as rare in our region and very occasionally drift 
along our coast. Peregrine Falcons never fail to thrill with 
their supreme mastery of the air and hunting prowess and 
a pair at Moolap may hopefully have success in breeding. 
A Barwon Estuary bird was also noted this month. 
Australian Hobby records around town similarly continue 
to impress. 


Few people seek nocturnal bird records on a regular basis 
but thankfully we have a few diligent birders who are very 
keen. Searching the northern dry woodlands and forests 
around Steiglitz, the Brisbane Ranges and Bamganie, in 
recent weeks, has proved fruitful with numerous confirmed 
records of Powerful Owl and Southern Boobook. 
Similarly Barn Owl records continue to be submitted from 
the Connewarre area. 


Bassian Thrush records this month provided a fascinating 
insight into the behaviour of this species with birds singing 
in the rain and also several of these birds were collecting 
and carrying worms and considered to be breeding—very 
important records as, over the years, we have few 
breeding records of this cryptic and secretive species. Blue 
-winged Parrots feeding at the tip of Point Addis was a 
treat and a Little Wattlebird in suburban Hamlyn Heights 
a great pick-up. A phenomenally large flock of 113 Pied 
Currawongs, at Cape Otway, really drew attention and the 
triumph of finding both Rose and Pink Robins in their 
Otway stronghold was a thrill. Southern Emuwrens at 
Anglesea, a female Zebra Finch in the company of House 
Sparrows, at Curlewis, was an interesting and curious 
record and large flocks of Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo, 
numbering 100-200, are still being recorded on the 
Peninsula and also at Cargerie to the north-west. 


Once more we thank the observers, listed below, who take 
the time to submit their fascinating records to the club data- 
base and/or directly to eBird Australia. These records 
continue to captivate and inform us as the season changes 
thereby building a picture of changes in our local avifauna 
over the longer term. 


Observers: 

Andrew Weinmann, Angus Hartshorn, Barry Lingham, 
Bernie Lingham, Chrissy Freestone, Colin Cannard, Craig 
Morley, David Tytherleigh , Fiona Conroy, Geoff Gates, 
George Appleby, Glenn McCarthy, Gordon McCarthy, 
Graham Possingham, Jeff Dagg, Jen Carr, Jennie Turner, 
Jenny Possingham, Jill Warneke, John Newman, Kate 
Newman, Les Barrow, Lorraine Phelan, Owen Cook, Paul 
Schillier, Richard Weatherly, Ross Auchettl, Tom Fletcher, 
Wendy Cook 
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GFNC excursion 


Distillery Creek, Great Otway 
National Park 


Sunday 20 October 2019 


Leaders: Alison and Phil Watson and 
Margaret MacDonald 


The morning walk, which we will access from Distillery 
Ck Rd and Loves Track, is part of the Currawong Falls 
walk where we hope to see, or at least hear. many birds 
and a diverse range of plants, ferns and mosses. This 
area has been a known Powerful Owl habitat. 


We will return to the picnic area for lunch. Depending on 
time and conditions we will explore one of the other 
tracks in the afternoon. 


Meet: 9.30 a.m. at Distillery Creek Picnic area (south 
side of Bambra Rd), Aireys Inlet. 


Bring: Water, morning tea and lunch, binoculars, 
camera, sturdy footwear, mosquito repellent, sunscreen, 
raincoat. 


Contact: Alison 0400 570 229 


Contributions invited for the 
Geelong Naturalist 


Members are encouraged to submit short articles 
and photos for consideration for the Geelong 
Naturalist each month. 

If you have observed and/or photographed 
something interesting in the natural world of 
Geelong and its surrounds, 
please send it to us! 


Please refer inside front cover for submission 
details. 


Bird Group excursion 


Thursday 24 October 2019 


Merrijig Creek Estate, Freeman 
Property, Freshwater Creek 


Leader: Colin Cannard 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. at the Woolshed, 1185 Blackgate Rd, 
Freshwater Creek. 


Heading from Geelong on the Anglesea Rd, turn right 
into Blackgate Rd (about 3 km south of Freshwater 
Creek locality). The property is located 100 metres on 
the left from the intersection. The Woolshed is 100 
metres inside the gate. 


The property is about 80 acres and consists of 
approximately 50% remnant Manna Gum woodland 
and 50% farm. In the past five years Mat and Kylie 
Freeman have spent considerable time and effort 
rejuvenating the property. 


We will take a four km stroll around the farm, including 
several small dams, open paddocks and remnant 
woodland along Merrijig Creek. Expect to see many 
nesting woodland birds and waterbirds. Mat is also 
starting to see the revival of some terrestrial orchids 
and other plants. 


Lunch is scheduled for 12.30 p.m. at the Woolshed 
which is set up for groups and has toilets. 


Bring: Good boots, appropriate clothing for the forecast 
weather, binoculars, cameras and morning tea/lunch. 


Contact: Colin Cannard 0417 522 352 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Donate by electronic funds transfer: 
CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment 
Fund. We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. Donations of $2.00 or more are 


tax-deductible. 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at 
general meetings. 





The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat to other members and visitors. 
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OCTOBER 2019 


Coming events 


NOVEMBER 2019 


General Meeting: Gary Presland—History and culture of 


Aboriginals of Western Port Phillip 
SEANA camp—Castlemaine 


Plant Group: Wider Geelong Flora lecture: Peter 
Sullivan—Recreating native grassland habitat 


Fauna survey 


Bird Group: David Boyle and VORG—A year in the life of 
a Short-tailed Shearwater 
Excursion: Distillery Creek 
Program subcommittee meeting 
Publications subcommittee meeting 
Bird Group Excursion: Freshwater Creek (private 


property) 


General Meeting: Barbara Wilson—Long-term ecological 
studies in the eastern Otways 


Fauna survey 
Plant Group: Meeting sharing photos and observations 


Excursion: Carlisle Heath with FNC Ballarat 


Committee meeting 


Bird Group: Sean Dooley—A topic of Sean’s choosing 
Challenge Bird Count: Brisbane Ranges/You Yangs 
Bird Group Excursion: Sheoak Hill, Glenmore 





GFNC COMMITTEE 2019-2020 


President 

Vice-President 
Immediate past President 
Secretary 

Treasurer 

Minutes Secretary 
Committee Members 


Vacant 
Vacant 


Rod Lowther 

Graham Possingham Ph. 5243 6997 
Graham Possingham Ph. 5243 6997 
Kristine Kristensen 

Lynne Clarke 

Craig Morley 


Tracey Hinton 
Trevor Hodson 


g.possingham@gmail.com 
g.possingham@gmail.com 
kristinedawn@gmail.com 
alynneclarke@gmail.com 
craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 


tracey.hinton@gmail.com 
doctiny@bigpond.com 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Membership Officer 
Conservation Subcommittee Chair 


Publications and Comunication 
Subcommittee Chair 


Geelong Naturalist Editor(s) 


Librarian 
Web-master 


Geelong Bird Report Editor 
General Meeting Minutes 


Program Coordinator 
Bird Group 

Fauna Group 

Plant Group 

Club Convenors: 
General Meetings 
General excursions 
Bird Group excursions 


Copyright: 


Deborah Evans 
Rod Lowther 
Deborah Evans 


Bernie Lingham 
Jane Morrow 
Alison Watson 
Lorraine Phelan 
Dean Hewish 


Craig Morley 
Marilyn Hewish 


Rustem Upton 
Craig Morley 

Trevor Pescott 
Barry Lingham 


Bernie Lingham 
Vacant 
Lynne Clarke 


deborah.evans@deakinco.com 


deborah.evans@deakinco.com 


bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
morrowjane5@gmail.com 
alisonw577@gmail.com 
Iphelan@bigpond.com 
myibook@iprimus.com.au 


craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 
hewishs@iprimus.com.au 


program@gfnc.org.au 
craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 
ppescott@gmail.com.au 
lingham@tgp.com.au 


program@gfnc.org.au 


alynneclarke@gmail.com 


The Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. aims to make information accessible to a wide audience. 
This publication and its contents are subject to copyright under the laws of Australia and, through international treaties, other 
countries. Generally the copyright in materials in this publication is owned or licensed to the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Unless otherwise indicated you may copy, distribute, display, or print the material in this publication for your own personal use, for 
non-commercial educational purposes or for non-commercial use within your organisation. You may not alter content and must 
attribute the copyright owner (author) listed on the publication, or the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. where no author is listed. 


GFNC meetings are held in the Geelong Botanic Gardens meeting room, and start at 8.00 p.m. 
Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [Melway 452 G4] 
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